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FIl or® dAart esi an Springs are

Springs and spring runs are a unique class of freshwat el

communities in several significant ways. Springs mainta
pared to the majority of streams and rivers. They exhil
and rivers, wi t h opti mal ' i ght availability for pri ma

(chemostatic) and water temperature (thermostatic) due t

This unique combination of physical and chemical proper
l'ife habi tdats pirn nkglsoraindda spring runs. Hi ghly stable envi:
evolution of compl ex, adapted plant and ani mal communi t
systems translates into high productivity of fish and o
produced organic matter in spring runs augments downstr
mi gration of i mportant fauna such as Gulf sturgeon, stri
For these and other i mportdretd rréasarmnss,| ispr itnhges Laomde rs pSruiv

most productive freshwater aquatic ecosystems on earth.

Springs Restoration

Al t hough springs along the Lower Suwannee River are cur
fertilizer use in the surrounding springshed can restor
human | and uses in the area that drains to the Lower Su
cus on converting the I and to |l ess impactful farming me:
pared by the Florida Springs Institute, regional ground
more than 50 and 70 %, resfppacvtainNnbeldy. mamplgememt atpirarctofces
advanced nitrogen treatment for human and confined aninm
crease in the efficiency of groundwater and nitrogen ut.i

The Lower Suwannee River Springs Restoration Plan and t
t he heal th of the spring

and river ecosystems that

compri se t he Lower Su-

wannee River. Based on a
revi ew of current condi -
tions t hrough 2014, this

plan recommends gener al
and speci fic actions t o
restore the water resource

functions damaged by
human activities. Existing
| aws are already in place
to protect these resources
in perpetuity. The Lower
Suwannee Ri ver springs
need | eaders with the forti-
tude to take the necessary

steps to achieve a sustain-

able springs Little Fanning Springs (photo by John Moran,
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